SOURCES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
of intimate, inquisitive familiarity with himdreds of histories^
biographies, monographs, official minutes, letters, and newspapers"
of or concerning the times of the American Revolution and Constitution
have gone into the making of this boolc. To list the uncounted titles
which have furnished many or few details would give a wrong im-
pression of its character. It is based essentially on the original records
of the Federal Convention of 1787 and of the state conventions which
ratified or rejected the Constitution. Max Farrand's The Records of
the Federal Convention (revised edition, 4 vols., 1937) supersedes
all previous works dealing with its subject, Jonathan Elliot's The De-
bates in the Several State Conventions on the Adoption of the Federal
Constitution (revised edition, 5 vols., 1836-45, and later reprints)
deserves to be thoroughly re-edited, but as it stands is indispensable.
Paul Leicester Ford's Pamphlets on the Constitution (1888) and
Essays on the Constitution (1892) include valuable published writings
of the years 1787-88. The most satisfactory history of the Federal Con-
vention is Charles Warren's The Making of the Constitution (1928),
a day-by-day account Charles A. Beard's An Economic Interpretation
of the Constitution of the United States (1913) lays important stress
on an aspect of the Convention which had been neglected before
that and has since been overemphasized. Of the general histories of
the period the most useful, for the purposes of the present narrative*
is Allan Nevins's The American States during and after the Revolution
1775-1789 (1924).
The best study of a state convention is Hugh Blair Grigsby's The
History of the Virginia Federal Convention of 1788 (2 vols., 1890-91 ) :
supplemented by the graphic account by Albert J. Beveridge in
Volume I of The Life of John Marshall (4 vols., 191849), Other
studies of state conventions are: 0. G. Libby, The Geographical Dis-
tribution of the Vote of the Thirteen States on the Federal Constitution
(1894)f J. B. Walker, A History of the New Hampshire Contention
for the Investigation* Discussion, and Decision of the Federal Consti-
tution (1888); S. B, Harding, The Contest over the Ratification of
the Federal Constitution in the State of Massachusetts (1896); B. C.
Steiner, "Connecticut's Ratification of the Federal 'Constitution," Pro-
ceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, New Series, XXV
(1915), 70427; C. E. Miner, The Ratification of the Federal Consii-
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